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At the October 26, 2005 meeting of the Missouri Ethics Commission, your request for an opinion
was discussed. The following is the Commission’s response to your question:

Can the Metropolitan Ambulance Services Trust use money to support a ballot measure?

Section 105.145(2), RSMo defines a political subdivision as “any agency or umt of this state,
except counties and school districts which now is, or hereafter shall be, authorized to levy taxes
or empowered to cause taxes to be levied.” The Metropolitan Ambulance Services Trust is not a
political subdivision. The funds paid to the trust include money from political subdivisions as
well as various other funding sources. The funds in the trust are for the operation of the
ambulance services and other expenditures as authorized by the directors of the Metropolitan
Ambulance Services Trust. These funds may be used to support a ballot measure.

You are reminded that section 130.047 RSMo imposes a reporting requirement on expenditures
by any “person” who is not defined as a committee. Please familiarize yourself with this
requirement of the law.

Sincerely, |
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